48          ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM

A year after the grant of the Charter the Company
occupied Mashonaland with an armed force. Two
years later Rhodes and Jameson raised an armed
force for the invasion and occupation of Matabele-
land. The terms of enlistment were significant:
every trooper was to be entitled to choose for
himself about nine square miles of the Matabeles*
land, and to share the loot (i<e.t the Matabeles" only
property, cattle) with the Chartered Company*
The company then picked a quarrel with Lo
Bengula, the Matabele king, and its mercenaries
invaded his country and defeated him* By this
conquest a joint-stock company, situated in
2, London Wall Buildings, London, E.Cs,
claimed to become the absolute owner of 148,000
square miles of territory and 700,000 Africans
situated between latitude 16 and 2% south of the
equator* Here we have a good example of economic
imperialism reduced to its simplest terms,

In the previous paragraphs we have been
considering the nature of the imperialist expansion
of European States in those cases in which they
used territory already in their possession as
jumping-off places for territorial aggrandisement,
This process was mainly confined to the north and
the south; the process by which central Africa